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Reply to Office Action of: June 29, 2004 

Remarks 

Claims 1-9 are pending in this application. The following remarks are addressed to the 
referenced paragraphs of the Office Action dated June 29, 2004, 
CLAIM REJECTIONS - 35 USC 102 

Claims 1 -2, 4-5, 7, and 9 stand rejected under 35 USC 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Billman et ah (US 5,443,394). Claim 1 is canceled herein. Claim 2 has been amended to be in 
independent form. Applicants respectfully contend that claim 2 P as amended) is allowable 
because it includes a feature that is neither disclosed nor suggested by the cited references, 
namely "a cam protrusion provided on a bottom wall of the main body/ 5 The office action 
argues that support surface 32 of Billman et al. is a cam protrusion provided on a bottom wall of 
the main body. Applicants respectfully disagree. The cam of the present invention is a sliding 
cam, wherein a slider 54 slides in a horizontal direction. When the slider 54 moves horizontally, 
the engaging a cam protrusion 74 deflects the slider 54 vertically, pressing a plate 76 against a 
card to prevent extraction of the card. In sharp contrast, Billman discloses a rotating cam 
wherein a lock lever 50 is rotated to deflect a latch beam 20 so that a projection 26 on the latch 
heam 20 engages an apertures 2 in the circuit card (Col 4, lines 1 5-41). As clearly pointed out in 
Billman et al. (Col. 4, lines 59-67), the support surfaces 32 slidably support the lock lever 
restraining the lock lever 50 in the vertical direction. The support surfaces do not cause the 
deflection of the latch beam, and therefore are not cam protrusions. 

Moreover, the latch projection 26 of Billman et al. prevent extraction of the card by 
engagement with an aperture in the card (CoL 5, lines 40-46). Thus, Billman et al fail to 
disclose or suggest a factional retention member. 

Accordingly, applicants respectfully contend that claim 2 , as amended, is allowable, 
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Claims 4-5, 7, and 9 depend from claim 2 and Applicants respectfully contend that they 
are allowable for the reasons that claim 2 is allowable. 

Applicants respectfully contend that claim? 4 and 5 axe allowable for the further reason 
that the cited references do not disclose or suggest that the fiictional retention member is formed 
from rubber. The office action suggests that Billman discloses a friction member 26 formed 
from rubber, but such disclosure could not be found in Billman et aL, and Applicants respectfully 
contend that Billman et ah does not disclose a j&ictional retention member formed from rubber. 
ALLOWABLE SUBJECT MATTER 

Applicants gratefully acknowledge the Examiner's acknowledgement of allowable 
subject matter in claims 3, 6, and 8. Claim 3 has been rewritten in independent form as 
suggested by the Examiner, and Applicants respectfully contend that claim 3 now stands in 
condition for allowance. Claims 6 and 8 depend from claim 3, and Applicants respectfully 



contend that they are allowable for the reasons that claim 3 is allowable. 
CONCLUSION 

For all of the foregoing reasons, and in view of the amendments herein, Applicants 
respectfully contend that claims 2-9 are now in condition for allowance. Accordingly, 
Applicants respectfully request entry of the amendments contained herein, allowance of claims 
2-9 and issuance of letters patent for the present invention. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Steven E. Bach 



Registration No. 46,530 
Attorney for Applicants 
Phone: (610) 889-3697 



Facsimile: (610) 889-3696 
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